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Abstract

Historical urban textures are the whole of the open and closed public spaces with the buildings and
transportation axis, shaped by the cultural heritages of cities. One of the most important elements in
historical urban textures, bringing dwellers withieatnd giving life to the city, are landscape spaces.
The capital of Cyprus, Nicosia, also has a very rich historical texture. Within this context, the aim of
this study is to examine the landscape of the historical urban texture of Nicosia franottiepas
present, within the whole of various cultural periods including the present day status. Therefore, the
development of Nicosia through the historical process is given right after the introduction. After the
introduction, landscape of walled @fyNicosia was examined through the historical periods:
Lusignan Period, Venetian Period, Ottoman Period, British Period, Republic of Cyprus Period, and
the present day period, TRNC Period.
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1. Introduction

In the last decades urban sustainability has been highly acknowledged as the wor
is experiencing significant challenges (James, 2015; Oktay, 2004). And culture
sustainability is an emerging dimension of this key concept, beside social, environment
andeconomic dimensions (Soini & Birkeland, 2014). Historical textures are very significan
for cultural sustainability of the cities in particular. In other words, historic urban quarters
have a remarkable place in the cultural and historical heritage ofanyt ry ( Dor
al., 2004).

Historical urban textures are the sum total of buildings, transportation aisles, and oper
and closed public spaces shaped by the heritages of works belonging to different culture
in their histories developed through tlacesses since their first foundations. Forming

the city centers in general, historical textures reflect their history to visitors in the form of
open air museums at present. In addition, historical textures have a remarkable potenti:
to strengthen the edhtity of the urban environments (Tiesdell et al., 1996).

Bringing citizens together with nature and giving life to the city, one of the most important
elements of historical urban textures are the landscape spaces. Especially parks, grov
spaces, artcees and plants in streets, where residents meet, make up an important facto
for sustainability of the historical urban textures with their physical, as well as sociologice
and psychological benefits for the citizens.
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The capital city of Cyprus, Nidas always been the administrative center of the island
with its two and a half thousand years of past, since its foundation, and has a very rich
historical texture with the cultural heritages of various civilizations. The historical city
center of Ntosia, surrounded by walls has a historical mosaic made up of architectural
works beginning with the Lusignan period (1#89), the Venetian period (1:4890),

the Ottoman period (154B78), and the British period (18880), and with
constructonsaof he r ecent past. With the advant
River) running through the walled city in the past, the city gained a rather rich landscape.
The aim of this study is to examine the landscape of the historical city textasiaf Nic
from the past to the present, through its formation and development during different
cultural periods with its positive and negative aspects including the present day situation.
The fact that no such research has been carried out on this topichmagiesly
important, and it is hoped that it will shed light on further studies on the landscape of
historical city texture of Nicosia, and form a resource.

In this study, literature review was carried out using the qualitative research method,
findinginformation, documents, and visuals related to the historical city texture of Nicosia.
Field study was carried out bysight observations, examinations, and photography in
order to display the situation of the historic quarter until today.

2. History Of Nicosia

The capital of Cyprus, Nicosia, takes place in the center of the island known as
the Mesaoria Plain. Although it is not known precisely when the city was founded,
excavations revealed Bronze Age relics, showing that Nicosia has a veryyold histo
(Gunnis, 1973; Gurkan, 2006).

Before the foundation of Nicosia, the antique city of Ledra existed in thevesiuth

the current city, in the VII Century B.C. Destroyed by Arab raids, the citpuitidye

Levkon, son of the Egyptian King Ptoldmyhere the present Nicosia is, in 280 B.C. It

was named Levkontheon, thus Nicosia took its place in history (Anonymous, 1978;
Turkan, 2008). Nicosia preserved its importance in Cyprus during the Rome390 BC

AD) and Byzantine (39991 AD) periodsand thrived to become an important
administrative and business center of the island (Altan, 2006).

The Lusignans bought the island from King Richard | of England for a hundred thousand
gold, in 1191, and they made Nicosia the center of their soveretgetisland (Lukach

& Jardine, 2007). The Lusignans spent a part of the islands revenues on developing
Nicosia. They built 7500 m. long walls around the city, fortified with towers, and having
five gates with drawbridges. Churches and a cathedraigftive historical texture of

the walled city today, still survive as important architectural works of the period (Girkan,
1989).

During the Venetian period, which started in 1489, Nicosia was chosen as the capital again
The Venetians did not investtire city, but they knocked down numerous Lusignan
buildings and the walls, thus making the city smaller. In order to make it easier to defend
the city, they built city walls with three gates, 4800m in circumference (Balkan, 1998;
Girkan, 1996).
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Nicosiacontinued being the capital city during the Ottoman period, which started in 1571.
The Ottomans contributed to the city with architectural works, such as inns, baths,
mosques, fountains, and houses, thus helping the city thrive socially and business wis
Turkish architectural works of this period have a very important place today within the
hi storical city texture of Nicosia (Ano
During the British period, which began in 1878 with the island being |dastinto
Nicosia became the capital city (Metin, 1959). With the economic prosperity brought by
the British, the city developed and spt
administrative buildings and houses constructed in the city addedchitestural style

to the historical city texture. The increase of overseas interactions resulted in Nicosi
being recognized. The first census carried out in Cyprus in 1881, established the
population of the city as 11531 (Gurkan, 2006).

In 1960, thé&kepublic of Cyprus was established, based on the partnership of Turkish and
Greek communities, and Nicosia became the capital of the new republic. Thus, the city
became an important center in the Middle East, and a transit poistdviyitbuildings,
constructed with contemporary materials and with a modern architectural style, created
contradiction with the historical texture of the walled city.

As a result of political and armed conflicts that started between the Turkish and Greek
communities ate end of 1963, Nicosia was divided into two, as north and south. The
city center within the walls, housing the historical city texture was also partitioned and
parts of the historical texture on the border area were harmed.

After the war in Cyprus in 24, and the following political changes, the island was divided
into two administrations in the north and in the south. Nicosia was also divided as north
and south; continuing its development as the capital of the TRNC in the north, and the
capital of th&kepublic of Cyprus in the south. Besides being the administrative, business,
and social center of the island, the city at present is an important center in the Middle Eas
with its higher education institutions and its population of well over 300,000
(approximately 100,000+ in the north and 200,000+ in the south), (Figure 1).
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v 3 \\ MEDIAEVAL CITY WALLS OF NICOSIA

Figure-Nicosia City Walls of Lusignan¥489)land Venetian (1489
(K. K. Keshishidviediaval City Walls of Nicosia, 1959)

3. Landscape Of Historical Texture Of Ntosia Walled City From Past Up To
Today

The walled city texture of Nicosia, which was formed and developed with the rich
architectural heritage of various cultural periods of the island during its two thousand five
hundred years history, aroused w#handscape in public and private spaces. The
landscape of the walled city of Nicosia can be examined through the periods of its history
chronologically as below.

3.1. Lusignan Period (1191489)

When the Lusighans chose Nicosia as the capital o Ghipguconstructed the
five-gate city walls, encompassing a wider area than the present walls; adding monasterie
around, and churches, cathedrals, and large mansions inside. These constructions
resulting in an increase in the population of the sitypedught a formation of wide
streets, neighborhoods, and open spaces as well (Gurkan, 1996), (Figure 2).
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Figure-2.usignan Palace and Sarayonu Square {2008jkan

Information is obtained from sources that besides the development of comstinictio
Nicosia during the Lusignan period, there were large vegetable gardens, orchards, al
green spaces of plants as well (Gurkan, 2006). During the 300 year Lusignan period, op
and green spaces had a development at the same rate with the incresesing mew
buildings (Girkan, 1996). Besides the green spaces in the city, elaborate landsca
planning was implemented in the yards of monasteries, churches, mansions, and palac
This shows that the Lusighans gave as much importance to green gpacgaas to

the buildings they constructed with a great pride and grandeur. The green spaces prevaili
the city drew the attention of visitors and resulted in referring to those spaces in their
memoirs with admiration. The Italian notary, Nicolai Miamdo visited the island in
1394, described Nicosia as follows (Cob
“(..) I n this Nicosia city there are mon
and places of visit, which are all large andd#ayifll,have two inner gardens, one large
one small, where oranges and other fruits are grown. There are gardens and orchards
fields for growing vegetables, barley, and wheat. Indeed | saw a field biggerShan 30 m
Augustine Monastery within the city walls, planted with barley and wheat. Similarly, | sax
various other vegetables planted in the
were the size of 20 modia.”

The Cypriot minican priest, Etienne de Lusignan, who was a descendant of the
Lusignan kings, described the city of N
1573 like this (Cobham, 2013):

“(..) The weather i s psefulfoéflwitand vegatabie garders ins
nice way. (..) This city was once a | arg
not completely inhabited, but it had nu
lover gate to the St. Dominic gate all the land was full of gardens which stretched a leagt
pl enty and was drawn from wells with a
Another important factor for the development of green spaddisasia during this

period was that a branch of the Pedios River used to run through the city center. It is
known that open and green spaces were created around the river which was in a centr
position. In the itinerary of the Italian notary Nicolatdvig about Nicosia, who visited

the island in 1394, the river was ment.i
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“(..)1 think Nicosia is bigger than Aver s
rain, one can cross acregpiby sh stones. A lot of water runs in the river when its rainy, s
are a few bridges across the river some of which are made of stone and some from wood.
use these bridges.”

Having considerable amount of open and green spasikes the architectural
constructions in the city shows that Nicosia was a green city during the Lusignan period.

3.2. Venetian Period (1489571)

Nicosia continued its existence as the capital city during the Venetian period as
well. In order to endéda more effective defense of the city against threats from outside,
the Venetians downsized the city by building the present city walls, which are 5km in
circumference. These walls comprise eleven bastions and three gates (Paphos Gatt
Kyrenia Gate, andamagusta Gate) (Gurkan, 1996). The Venetians knocked down many
building of the Lusignan period and use their stones for building the city walls. The
downsizing and destruction that Nicosia suffered in this period resulted in a lot of
problems in the delpment of the city. It is understood that the open and green spaces
created during the Lusignan period did not show sufficient improvement for the
development of the city (Fig. 3).

Flgure 3Z)ttoman Blockade of NICOSIa (1570) (Department)Offlce of Map

Examining Nicosia from the perspective of landscape planning during the Venetian
period, it can be seen that green spaces were formed inside the yards of buildings, and &
fruit and vegetable gardens in some areas. During this period the Venatisgs not
demolished some buildings in order to shrink the city, but they cut down many trees as
well, and also changed the river bed by taking it outside the city walls (Girkan, 2006).
Cypriot historian Etienne de Lusignan describes the destruction jnlihelerholishing
buildings and cutting trees as follows (Cobham, 2013):

“Ce..) I n the same way, the Venetians de
inner gardens of this monastery, which were full of orange trees larel werd laidfwit | m
The river used to run through the city. It used to go in from one side and out of the other
while fortifying the city, they cut off
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Although the demolishing during the Venetian period ddntiag city at an extensive
scale, Nicosia managed to preserve its green city image due to the water resources a
fertile land to some degree. The French silk merchant, Jacques le Saige, who came
Cyprus in 1518, described in his itinerary the yatigs ofonasteries, the green spaces
around them, the fruit and vegetable gardens, and the amount of water as follows
(Cobham, 2013):

“There is a |l arge garden next to the mo
and a numbeeaithen cups attached to this wheel draws astounding amount of water fr
Many narrow pipes are laid in the garden, which distribute the water. There were a lot of
of which were pomegranate, and under the trezfylttod gandeking water melons, cucumber
and other fine things. These fruits and vegetable would not grow if it were not for these
astonishing that there are so many well
The English pilgrim, John Locke, who visited Cyprus in d&&&ibed the beauty that
plants in Nicosia added to the island, and the green spaces and the number of wells insi
the city (Cobham, 2013):

“On the sixth day of October we travell
ctyofeh i sl and and is surrounded by wall s.
many large gardens, date trees, pomegranate trees, and other fruit trees. All the counts
the island live here. All the countsaridh®island have a house here. There is a water so
the city belonging to the Venetian stat
Outside the city, the land stretching about 1 league, from the loiner Gate, is Sb\zoed
with gardens. Wat er was abundant and w
Although the Venetian period was an era of demolition and destruction for the historical
city texture of Nicosia, the landscape planning in Nicosia survived to some extent by the
preservation of the landscape from the previous period with the contrifutien
geographic and climatic characteristics of the island.

3.3. Ottoman Period (1571878)

During the new period in Cyprus, with the sovereignty of the Ottomans in 1571,
Nicosia preserved its status as capital (Pasha District). The Ottoman 8iattedons
many new buildings in Nicosia in the Turkish architectural style, which were to play an
important role in the development of the city (mosques, tekkes, inns, baths, fountains
houses), which catalyzed new social and economic developments. tifinevielas
streets, squares, and green spaces from the previous periods, underwent a change with
newly constructed buildings, becoming curvy axes and narrow streets, turning the city int
a kind of labyrinth (Gurkan, 2006; Turkan, 2010; Turkan, Fod&e @).
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Figure-4araydontu Squirel of 1800 (G. Home)

Nicosia landscape declined during the Ottoman period due to the fact that wide green
spaces and gardens diminished compared to previous periods because of new
constructions in the city. Ddspthis situation, Nicosia still preserved its importance in
urban landscape and it was mentioned in the writings of travelers who visited the city
during this period. French traveler Stockhove, who visited Nicosia in 1631, wrote that
Nicosia was rich igardens full of date trees (Cobham, 2013). Austrian Archduke Louis
Salvator, who visited Cyprus in 1872 and stayed in Nicosia for a year, described the
contribution of wvarious plants to the | ¢
“ Af t e rhroygh aserious gf nite looking hills, founded on an empty plane, Nicosia ap
its tall, thin date trees and minarets, and picturesque mountains far beyond. It was like
true from the Thousand and One Tales. A bouquetaiédraagéraadbtid devoid of green, an
oasis surrounded bjmmahe wal | s ..”

Almost all the houses in Nicosia during the Ottoman period had inner yards. The main
causes of yard culture showing such a development and having an important place in the
city were the climatic conditions of the region, abundant water sources, and the place of
yards in Turkish life culture. Surrounded by high walls in order to decrease contact with
street life and to create spaces of privacy, these yards became social ®gen space
children to pass time, to live relationships with neighbors, and to carry out daily chores
(DaKI E, 1999).

The yards, which had a place during the Ottoman period, were made up of various types
of plants, water elements, and spaces for peopleaondesirry out their daily chores. A
traveler named W.M. Leake, who visited Nicosia in 1800, described the gardens of the city
as such (Cobham, 2013):

“C....) Flat roofed houses of a higler cl
orange and | emon trees, and the city wal
An English traveler named Dr. Edward Daniel Clarke, who visited Cyprus in 1801,
described in his memoirs the yard and fruit trees of the holisesia, where he stayed
(Cobham, 2013):

“The | andlord showed us his beautiful g
fruits. And again, as he told us, the wine we were to drink at dinner was cooled in a me
under he shade of orange, citron, | emon, fi
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Louis Salvator, who visited the city in 1872, in his book about Nicosia described the plant:
and water wells in the gardens in the r
“ Al trevery house has an orange garden. Here, gigantic date trees rise from among fr
these private gardens, there are wide public gardens within the boundaries of the city. T
up more than half of the area of thetae gdtdens are surrounded by mud brick walls ©
street side. The side of the garden facing the porch of the house has a low railing. Ga
either from the well, or from water taken directly from sewers. All kindslofdruite are groy
The spaces next to fruit trees make up the beautiful vegetable gardens. These are we
wheel that brings up water and sprinkle
Dominating the island of Cyprus for about 308 years, the Ottomans builtldiexyshu

inns, fountains, baths, mosques, madrasahs, and houses during this process in order
help the structural, social, and commercial development of Nicosia (Turkan, 2016). The'
developed extensively the craftsmanship and market culture whichezgiséedlyin

Nicosia from previous times, and they have been successful in both business and soci
sense. They brought the yard culture to Nicosiavwthizth had a great importance for
Ottomansd and contributed to the landscape development of thEigityg 5).

a)ArastaBazaat 8 72 ( Yekt aogl u, -D08YROmM,E.Eryener) Asmaalt
Figure-BOttoman Period Nicosia Bazaars

3.4. British Period (1873960)

During the British period, which began with the Ottomans leasing the island of Cyprus to
the British in 1878, Nicosia continued its existence as the capital city. This period had bee
an era of change and prosperity for Nicosia. New buildings, hotelsasddpns were

built, roads, streets, and squares were developedsiraghed, and the population
increased significantly. The English writer and researcher, W Hepworth Dixon, who
visited Nicosia during the first months of the British domination afi€;ypought that
Nicosia could be divided in four different sections, and named these as Konak
Neighborhood, Mosque Neighborhood, Levantine Neighborhood, and Cathedral
Neighborhood.
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While defining the neighborhoods, he considered the buildings, opeeeanspaces,

and the population living there. Thi s
about the shape and state of the city at that time (Gurkan, 2006).

One of the important changes in the city during the British period is the ohaege i
architectural style of the city. During the first years of their dominance the British
continued the architectural style of the Ottoman period, but later they began using an
architectural style known as the-o@onial architecture. These chanffested exterior

spaces as well; the roads were widened, and the yard culture of the city occupied ar

i mportant place in |ife during this per
Mallock, who visited the island in 1889, described the yard<ity ind their relations
with streets in his 1889 book o0l n an Enc
“ (. ) We passed from one street to ani¢

and another Some of these steeechilgyslong high mud brick walls. The date trees and the
of fruit trees were visible over the wal

A lot of writers and travelers visited the island starting with the British period, and all of
them expressed their admiration of Nicasitneir memoirs. Many of those travelers
compared Nicosia to Damascus because of the landscape the city possessed. The ma
reason for this comparison, according to them, was the fact that Nicosia, in the middle of
a barren plane away from green, hagengppearance with plenty of trees (Glrkan,
2006), (Figure 6).

a) City Landsc-am;lo (From E: Eryener) b) Clty LaritBsa§Erom E. Eryener)
FigureNi cosi a’'s Landscape in British Period

W. Hepworth Dixon, who visited Nicosia in 1878, desctil® observations and
memories about the city in his book O0Br |
talked about the landscape of the city, and described the different types of trees in Nicosia
and the beauty they added to the city (Gurkan): 2006

“The mosques and trees of the city were
l eft and right with their bastions aheart
and the gatedar Knegstrfereeamody wyragg o utso or
According to the Kitchener landscape map of Nicosia, dated 1881, it is understood that
the city was quite rich in green spaces. During this period, green spaces in Nicosia took
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place in squasestreets, yards of mosques, and in the gardens of almost all the houses. |
the map is examined in detail, it is seen that the number of plants in abundance in certai
parts of the city resulted in Nicosia displaying a forest like view (Figure 7).

Figire 7Kitchener Landscape Map of-NR®&E{&rom Town Planning Department of T.R.N.C.)

The sovereignty of the English lasted until 1960, and during this period important
developments took place in Nicosia in business, social, and cultural Iifailtliagy of

this period, which has an important place in the creation and development of the historica
city texture, have survived to the present. It is also understood from the visitors who
visited the city during this period, and from sources, thédrtiscape of the city also
achieved quite a lot of development.

3.5. Cyprus Republic Period and After (196®83)

Nicosia preserved its status as the capital city in the Republic of Cyprus, which
was established in 1960. The status of the city dsiihestrative center enabled the fast
development of the commercial, social and cultural functions in the city.

As the capital city of the new republic, Nicosia gained a quality as an important transi
center in the Middle East. During this period aflbistorical buildings and houses were
demolished and concrete msttirey buildings were constructed in their places. With the
demolishing of buildings, their gardens were also damaged. The structural changes of t
period also affected the change oéseg, roads, and streets. In 1964 Nicosia was divided
as north and south with a green line as a result of political conflicts between the Turkist
and Greek Cypriot communities. This division became a period of stagnation in the
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development and growth dficosia. The old characteristic structure that the city
possessed underwent a change and decay. A large number of people leaving their aboc
resulted in demographic changes.

During this period, landscape planning in the northern half of Nicosia coutbante

the importance it possessed in previous years, and it suffered damages and disappeared
a great extent because of the unfavorable situations right after the Republic of Cyprus
period. Moreover, as the houses within the historical texture welistdainthe large
vegetable and fruit gardens in the texture disappeared, many plants in the streets anc
squares were cut down (Figure 8).

Figure-8&arayonu Squags0 (From E. Eryener)

The intercommunal conflicts since 1964, and the separatidarkiEh and Greek
communities in Cyprus, brought many problems and unfavorable situations. One of these
problems was the difficulties in circulation and transportation, and the lack of recreation
areas for the people living in the Turkish part of Nifosimeeting, gathering, and
fulfilling their social needs. With the aim to meet such needs parks were created within the
moats of the historical texture of Nicos
Park between the Musalla Bastion anzléeBastion. The other two are Mucahitler Park
and KuKulu Par k, on the east and west of
According to information gathered from N
its name from the swans in its ponds, became a sociahgathece for Nicosians, with

its landscape design, plant elements, and musical events held there. The changes in tt
north of Cyprus after 1974, resulted in this park losing its importance.

Mucahitler Park, in the east of the Kyrenia Gate, had anantgmace in the social life

of Nicosia with its weKept landscape and various social activities held in it. Having
elements of play and recreation for children, and having a wider landscape compared tc
ot her par ks, ¢aKI ay ampor@mtcity mank im which Niddgansk h ¢
spend time with their children (Figure 9).
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a) MucahitlerPatkk9 71 ( Ozal t 1 n, -298@PmS.Olgup) Cagl ayan F
Figure-Lyprus Republic Period City Parks

The changes lived during and after the Republic of Cyprus period caused a depreciatio
of the historical texture of Nicosia and resulted in its demolition and destruction to a great
extent. The Republic of Cyprus period has been an era during whatbribal kexture

was not protected, deterioration was seen, and the traditional life style and social, cultur
life changed into another dimension.

3.6. Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus Period (1988 )

Nicosia preserved its status as the capjtaluring the new period that began with the
founding of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), which was established
after a change of administrative system in North Cyprus in 1983. In this period the change
in the demographic structure anditiawcil lifestyle that began inside the walled city which
houses the historical texture of Nicosia, continued increasingly, and resulted in grav
damages in the historical texture due to unsuitable functions and renovations in buildings
These deterioratis in the historical texture of northern Nicosia, and other problems,
negatively affected the texture as a whole and resulted in the open green public spaces ¢
private green spaces to annihilation.

The landscape planning of walled city of north Nistesi@d deteriorating fast with the

first years of the TRNC, and in time many of the green spaces disappeared. It is possib
to define the present status of the historical texture of the north of Nicosia as a dry city
devoid of green; however it waseomentioned with admiration by visitors in the past as
the largest green city of Cyprus. Increase in constructions within the walled city, and lac
of sufficient conservation, caused the green spaces to be harmed, and many plants we
either cut down or @¢d up. At present, the need for green in public spaces without
landscape is met with plants growing in pots (Figure 10).
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a) Ar asta Sgra81é®)(E. bKAksmalat9) Square (E.
Figure XQandscape Planning in the NicogialligtpiT exture

Another area where landscape planning was seen in the historical texture in past period:
was the courtyards of houses, which people living there designed with care and looked
after. The landscape of such house yards in the texture are almost alledetdriorat
present. The main reasons for courtyards losing their importance is the fact that people
living in those houses are far from the traditional culture of the historical texture, and not
showing enough care to these spaces. These yards, havin{plzegeveeire changed by
usersd spati al additions, thus their f
Another important cause for deteriorations is the fact that landscape was not sufficiently
added to plans for the protection of the historicalirex@he yards of religious and
administrative buildings in the walled city are rather protected and did not suffer much
deterioration. However, not enough care was shown to develop and renew these space:
(Figure 11).

a) Garden of Arabahmet Mosqoel(E.4019),1 b) Garden of Tourism and Environment Ministry (E.

Ko k s2019) 1
Figure1Bui | ding’' s Gardens of Nicosia Historical
The only green space inside the historic

Bastion which is under the responsibility of the Nicosia Turkish Municipality. This park
being right next to the green line which divides the city, and being a first degree military
area, restricts its usage and does not meet the basic need of the petiEeclifong

green space sufficiently. The trees in the park, which is open for public use during certain
hours of the day, reflect the historical identity of the city. The plants in this place did not
suffer much harm because of the position of the sffz@e is a kiosk in the park and
some childrends play el ements. The chil o
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at present, the cover materials in paths are worn out and in a bad state. Moreover, urba
furniture in the park, such as the baliddsting elements, and litter boxes are inadequate
in numbers and worn out (Figure 12)

S e BEsat . 5 s

a) Landscape of Yi g2019) b Yigitler 8astion Park Cildren Play(
El ement s{2€Bl9) Koksal di
Figure X%igitler Bastion Park

Locatd in the moat on the northern side of the city walls surrounding the historical city
texture of Nicosia, and being the most active meeting spaces between 1963 and 197
KuKul u Par k, M¢icahitl er Par k, and &akKl a
great extent. At present, there is a ca
ur ban furniture such as banks, and a po
west of the Kyrenia Gate. From the shape and size of plantspiarkhé& can be
understood that they were planted in the past. At present, the park is used as a passil
space for pedestrians, and sometimes used as a gathering space for various activities.
The Miucahitler Park on the east of the Kyrenia Gate hagsalig® flunction as a park

and is quite neglected. Again, used as a pedestrian passing space for the area, e
sometimes used as a car park, there is a cafeteria, some kiosks, and a newly built orname
pond in this park. The plants inside are frorpalse

I n ¢aKlayan Park, which was widely wused
kiosk, sports and play equipment for children, lighting, litter boxes, various urban furniture
such as a pergola and statues, an animal shelter (peadockshus plan elements. In

the recent past some renovations were carried out by the Nicosia Turkish Municipality,
but it is not preferred by users as much as it was in the past. In is understood that mos
of the plants in the park are from past periadd some of them were cut off due to
renovations. At present the park is used for various festivals and exhibitions, and
sometimes as a meeting and gathering place by the city dwellers (Figure 13).
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Figure tdicosia City Parks

It is known that in the historical past of Nicosia there was a sustainable relationship
between housdreet, streetvenue, and avensquare, and people used these spaces
extensively for their social lives. These spaces, actively used by people, were shaped al
developed in accordance with the needs of users. Oktay (2002:265) further suggested the
in the central partsf the Cypriot traditional city, the urban spatial pattern reflects a great
variety both in terms of functional layout and physical components.

It is understood from research and observations that open and green spaces of the
historical urban texture oforthern Nicosia suffered significant destruction and
deteriorations in the meantime, within the last 50 years in particular. The main reason for
this deterioration is the unfavorable physical situations that arose with the division of the
historical textte. These unfavorable situations affected the historical texture in general,
and harmed the sustainability of the historical texture. As a consequence, the rich
landscape in the history of the city could not survive to the present; there is only some
green of trees in the yards of several public buildings and in the yards of a few private
ones.

At present, the historical urban texture of Nicosia, housing many works of various cultures,
is like an open air museum, and struggling to survive against lioné¢ adequate
protection. At this point, it can further be underlined that within the last two decades,
there is also a growing attention for the conservation and revitalization works (mostly
funded by UNOPS, UNDP and EU) in order to support the histritaie of the walled

city (Bolkaner, 2018:87).

In brief mainly the city dwellers, and all the related institutions need to follow a conscious
policy of preservation supported with all the necessary laws and authority in order to
ensure that this impant cultural heritage of historical texture in the capital of Cyprus
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continues to survive with the landscape that attach meaning to it. The buildings in the
historical texture should be given usage again with functions of culture, art, business
entertinment, and accommodation towards tourism; the open public spaces should be re
designed with landscape planning, thus the historical texture should meet nature agal
giving meaning to the city.

4. Conclusion

Historical quarters are cultural heritagel®nging to the formation and
development processes of cities with their structural, social, economic phases. Such th
most great cities have identifiable quarters generating attraction (Montgomery, 2003:29:
The residential areas, transportation neswarid open and closed public spaces made
up historical urban textures and they can survive with consciousness and competence
preservation, thus conveying the past to the present. However in many countries bott
developing as well as developed, hisidran quarters are places of decline, characterized
by a disproportion of loimcome neighbourhoods, decreased economic opportunity and
damaged infrastructure and building stock, despite the potential of being places of wealt
and opportunity as viboransht or i ¢ centres of commerce ¢
2009:716).

Streets and avenues, squares, green spaces with trees and various plants in parks
gardens which make up the communal spaces in historical cities, have been significa
elements of higtical textures. They brought people into nature, and met the social,
physical, and psychological needs in the lives of people. Such that Montgomery (2003:29
also stated that the amount and quality of public space is a factor for the success of th
hisoric textures.

As the capital of the island of Cyprus, Nicosia is a city where the traces of history anc
cultures of many different <civilization
the walled city of Nicosia became a mosaic of culturebenittht architectural works of

the various periods in the history of the island, and has been the center of the historica
texture of the city.

During the Lusignan period, in which the oldest architectural works can still be seen toda
in the formation ofhe historical urban texture of Nicosia, the city gained a rich landscape
with the churches, monasteries, mansions and wide streets constructed here, and also w
the contribution of a branch of the Pedios river running through the city centerjtarge fru
and vegetable gardens, and green spaces. The green spaces of the city are describe
detail in the memoirs of travelers who visited Nicosia during this period.

The most important formation during the Venetian period, which was a period of
destructia for Cyprus, was the eleven bastion, five gate city walls, still surrounding the
city. Landscape during this period existed with the fruit and vegetable gardens and th
green in house yards with the contribution of numerous water wells, as descebed in th
memoirs of travelers visiting the city. Nicosia continued its character as a green city durin
this period too.

The Ottoman period left its mark in the historical city texture by contributing greatly to
the development of Nicosia with Turkish architatworks, such as mosques, convents,
inns, baths, fountains, and houses. During this period green spaces diminished compare
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to previous ones, landscape mostly survived with various trees and other plants in the
yards of buildings, mostly in houses. Teeveisiting Nicosia during these years, talk
about the wells in house yards and the rich landscape, in their memoires. In addition, the
British period in Cyprus was a period of change and prosperity for Nicosia, which was still
the capital city. With theonstruction work in the historical texture, a different
architectural style came out in the city, and the transportation networkl esagnes

with motor vehicles arriving in the island for the first time during this period. Many
travelers visited Cyys from the beginning of the British period, and they all mentioned
Nicosia with admiration in their memoirs. Nicosia, being in an arid area of the island, but
having a landscape with many trees, drew attention of these visitors. In a map of the city
prepared in 1881 (Kitchener Map), large amount of green spaces and the rich landscape
of the city were documented.

With the beginning of the Republic of Cyprus period in the island in 1960, Nicosia showed
a fast development with social, commercial, andatélinctions besides its character as

the administrative center. Structural renovations began in Nicosia, which became an
important transit center in the Middle East, and -findti concrete buildings were
constructed instead of traditional ones. Wigechange was contrary to the historical
texture of Nicosia, it harmed the city landscape, and caused a diminishing of green space:
The intercommunal political and armed conflicts that took place in Cyprus after a short
time, Nicosia was divided inwot in 1964, as Turkish and Greek sectors, and the
development of the city came to a standstill. The demographic changes in Nicosia and the
social and economic problems in the Turkish part not only damaged the historical texture
in the north of the city,ub also affected urban landscapes in a negative way in general.
However, to meet the public spaces much needed in northern Nicosia, two parks were
created for social gatherings and entertainment and a children park in the moat of the
northern side of theitg walls. These spaces, right outside the historical texture, but in
integration with it, helped in the creation of new green spaces.

With the establishment of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) in the north

of the island, in 1983, capiti#y dNicosia began to show a development outside the city
walls. Although public institutions and businesses were mostly within the walled city which
houses the historical texture, the rapid change in the demographic structure resulted in the
historical teture being left without protection, and thus getting destroyed. During this
process, landscape both in public and private areas began to disappear. The opportunitie
that appeared with the new administrative system in the north increased the alternatives
to meet the social needs of city dwellers outside the walled city. Thus, the parks inside the
walled city and in the moat lost their importance and became dysfunctional.

At present, the historical city texture in Nicosia is like araopaoseum with smany

works belonging to various cultures, but is struggling to survive against time due to
inadequate measures in preserving it. The rich landscape in the history of the city did not
reach the present; the green today is only made up of some tregaris tbEcertain

public and private buildings.

This highly important historical texture of the cultural heritage in the capital city of Cyprus

- a tourism center in the Mediterraneand its landscape giving life to this texture, has

to be protected angreserved by all the stakeholder institutions and mainly by the city
dwellers, via a conscious policy of preservation based on the necessary laws and authorit
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Those buildings in the historical texture must be purged of unsuitable usages, and the
shouldoe embodied in tourism with functions such as culture, art, business, entertainment
and accommodation. Open public spaces shoulddesigned within the scope of a
comprehensive landscape planning. Such that the historical texture should be joined wit
nature just like it was in the past.
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